no partnerships with the Eastern muses/'12 Besides, he had himself
now really become enamoured of legal studies. His friend, Reviczki,
however, hoped that Jones would not entirely give up ail literary activity.
In one of his letters, he wrote: "If vou persevere as you have begun in
cultivating Oriental literature, the republic of letters will be greatly
obliged to you "''

Jones seems to have had, as long ago as during his residence at
Spa early in 1 773, the ambitious idea of writing an epscpoem byname
Britain Discovered which he was never able to complete. Even Turkish
History, whose manuscript, as he said in one of hss letters, was ready
for publication, was never published, although part of it is still available.
The Grammar of the Persian Language was published in 1771 and ran
into several reprints. It has since been a standard work on the subject.
In 1 772 his Poems came out, consisting chiefly of translations from the
Asiatic languages; and two essays-one on the poetry of the Eastern
nations and the other on the Arts called Imttative-were also appended
to the volume. On 30 April 1772, Jones was elected a fellow of the
Royal Society and was admitted on 14 May. Early in 1774, he published
his Commentaries on Asiatic Poetry', which had actually been completed
by him in 1769. At the end of the Commentaries, there is an address to
the Muse, in which he expresses his decision to give up polite literature
and devote himself entirely to the study of law, while, in the preface,
he laments the death of his venerable teacher, Dr Sumner, in September
1771.

In 1774, Jones was called to the Bar at the Middle Temple. To his
decision of giving up polite literature, he inflexibly adhered for many
years, in spite of flattering invitations from friends and learned
correspondents. He had, at this time, an idea of bringing out his father's
mathematical works, but, for some reason, the project was not pursued.

By this time, Jones had an established fame and was known
especially as the foremost exponent of Oriental studies in England.
People admired him for his talent and achievement, which were indeed
remarkable for their range, variety, and depth. On 2 April 1773, he
was chosen a member of the Literary Club, which was presided over
by Dr Johnson. Here he enjoyed the company of men like Sir Joshua
Reynolds, Gibbon, Sheridan, Burke, Garrick and of course Dr Johnson
himself. He was actively associated with the club and became its
president on 11 March 1780.

12  Ibid, p,207

13  Ibid, pi77
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